
Medal of Honor
COL Paris Davis

Captain Paris D. Davis, Commander, Detachment A-321, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces,
distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty while serving as an advisor to
the 883rd Regional Force Company, Army of the Republic of Vietnam, during combat operations against an armed enemy in
the vicinity of Bồng Sơn, Republic of Vietnam on June 17-18 1965. Captain Davis consistently exposed himself to the hostile
armed small arms fire to rally the inexperienced and disorganized company. He expertly directed both artillery and small
arms fire, enabling other elements of the company to reach his position. Captain Davis saved multiple wounded men in his
company. He refused medical evacuation himself. Following the arrival of air support, Captain Davis directed artillery fire
within 30 meters of his own position in an attempt to halt the enemy’s advance. Captain Davis directed the helicopter
extraction of his wounded colleague not leaving the battlefield himself until after all friend- –friendly forces were recovered
or medically evacuated. Captain Davis’s heroism and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty, at the risk of his own
life, are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the
United States Army. Colonel Davis Commanded the 10th Special Forces Group in the early 80’s being the first Black Officer
to Command a Special Forces Group.
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